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The Centr'al Intelhgence Agencyl
ls trying to downplay -its public
cloak and cagger image by expand-
ing public relations efforts, an. azen-
cy official has told The Light .

% Thei limited move _tor de-mysnfy
the govemmenb agency “most - syn-,
onymous swith:. “top..secret” is. sthe
product of a pew understandmg in
the .intelligence community that a
kesponse is needed to the sophjsti-
cated ‘propaganda ‘machines of other
Countries, the official said. i
< *I think we're competing” for-]
peoples minds,” ‘said J. William
Doswell;director oi.the CrA’s offxce
of external affairs=F " o ° s et
*_ Doswell said the 4—year-old offnce
he joined last“July has becore more’
wmlng to provide reporters.. with
unclassified .
‘some cases, other lnformatxon as
background. B N
-Doswell met thh a group of
nght=ofﬁc|a.ls in the Light’s offices. .;
He was’ in.San Antonio to address’ a
41-person‘gathering of}the :Associad,
'twn of Former Intelligem? Ofﬂcers B
>The " o$year-old Virglnla natxve.
sald .CIA cDarector,Wllliam :Casey at:
flrsn told him. “Were going to-be a.
no-profile agency.,not a low-pronle
agency,” but’ has:come o}, behevé’
. thaqsome publié forays are desxrable
.to-'make known the views:of. the
ErEE YO

LR .'.'

,

;intelligence community. . %3%

{toJormulate forelgn pohcym,- i

i have held periodic breakfast meet- {

13
won-t'ﬁell the'first lie.:4 ¥ i o
3o Doswell also noted Cl’A efforts to
have the rFreedom of “Information.
Act»'hghtened to. exempt the agency .
fmm most or.all requests for mfor-_'~
matxon CE A oy

tomers *-under-the act-are the KGB.{’
(Sovxet mtelllgence) and “Tass (the .

information, and Jin. 3 Doswell said pubhc pereeptlon of |

exaggerated

- sourcw,hesazd. A Ao
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- Toward that end, CIA. orflclals:

ings Wwith reporters in Washington,
have introduced themselves to news
editors around the country and have -
deliyered-. speeches om intelhgence
matters.” .- 4

#i%We- Just don't comment on cer-‘ i

tam.thmgs’ for example “sources of '
mformatxon and methods of opera-
thl’l’j i e e o o ‘_:1
) ;-.i .n:?'.,,\ Noer B o

eswill’ say ‘no ¢ mment. We’f :

fe said two of the regular ‘cus-:

Sowet news agency). - EE BE

#“We .havei to provlde the mfor- 8

matxon to then. That’s’a lnttle mcon-
gruoustome“ i 5, ¢

- But Doswell recogmzed that
newspapers and the public can have

Ieglumate needs forcenam mforma- 2

tion. .. :
He said the CIA'l workmg thh
a newspaper pubhshers group to at- |
tempt to.arrive ‘at a-“'reasonable” :
position on Freedom of Informanon
Act disclosures. , Y

the -CIA as a "spook ,busmess", xs
b (5,“( M
s, ;Fewer’ than one m 90 employees
f’ the agency couldbe; /considered
spnes in the popular :sense "of the
word he said. y 7\ - & 3
: Most employees hlid thex35—year~<
old agency. are- simply —gatherers of
.information, he said. = ot ereien]
w3 Theyy perform research on such
seemingly innocuous -topics :as the
debt .structure .of Soviet bloc coan-
-tries; :and dxfferent nations™ grain-*|
growmg capablhtxes or- publuzL power-
+ But; he said, that Thtormation can’
pack .a wallop when it comes.. tlme

CIA offxcsal
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